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the question, considered as one of political principle,
presents oreat difficulty, and that it has been so far
decided against me as that in several European
countries public instruction in ornamental and in-
dustrial art has been practically recognised as within
the province of the State. But I nevertheless
believe that the best authorities on such subjects
are opposed to any such recognition, and indeed
(if I am wrong) it is impossible to see where the
line is to be drawn, or why every existing art and
manufacture, of whatever kind, should not be taught
by the Government at the public expense; and we
thus arrive, by inevitable induction, at the doctrines
of the French Communists and "Ateliers Nationaux."
I cannot accept the proposition that these doctrines
are properly applicable to India, though they are
not so to more advanced countries. It must be
remembered that, while the people of India are more
ignorant, they are also more unprotected, than the
people of England; and that they have no voice to re-
monstrate against a taxation which may be indefinitely
increased if once it is admitted that they are to be
drilled, at their own expense, into proficiency in any
art or science in which any more civilised country
may chance to excel.

2. But (as I have already said) I should, not-
withstanding these considerations, have abstained
from suggesting that our School of Art should no
longer be maintained, were it not for the positive
opinion of the Committee expressly appointed by the
Government to inquire into the subject, that the
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